
Inside this issue:  

Pastorõs Letter: òLonging for 
Lonelinessó 
 

Greetings in the grace and joy of our 
Lord Jesus. Having embarked on this 
Lenten Season, the traditional time of 
spiritual journey towards the Cross 
and beyond, it seems timely to reflect 
on why we seldom reflect.  Why do 
our lives contain so little time and 
even fewer places where we are quiet 
and alone and ready to hear God, to 
listen deeply for His Word, to visit the 
hidden places of our hearts and seek 
healing, to ponder the meaning of our 
faith in a God Who loves us 
absolutely, who gave His life for us so 
that we could live truly?  
 

When do we stop and wonder where 
our journey is taking us - where we 
have been and what is has meant, 
what it has cost, what it makes 
possible? How often do we seek to 
know ourselves, our pains and 
passions, our hurts and hopes, our 
faith and fears - and so perceive God 
in a new way? 
 

We have created a culture that 
militates against solitude. Out of fear 
of loneliness, perhaps, we have 
assured each other that we never 
need to be alone. When is there a 
time when God can speak to us over 
the sound of cell phones, TVõs, radios 
and Ipods?  Where can we find the 
Word among the words of email and 
texting and tweets and Facebook? 
Even our Biblical forebears resisted 
the kind of solitude that Henri 
Nouwen calls òThe furnace of 
transformationó- not just being alone, 

but delving into the lonely places of the 
wilderness of our own hearts. It took 
Moses 40 years before he was ready to 
listen to Godõs call (Ex.3). Elijah was 
faithful, but only really listened when he 
had failed and was in despair (I Kings 19). 
David listened - after his terrible sins 
were committed (Ps. 51). Jeremiah 
embraced the darkness of his own 
depression - and there found God 
embracing Him (Lam. 2-3). Saul was too 
busy performing his own religion - so 
Jesus had to blind him, throw him to the 
ground and shout in his ear - he listened 
and became Paul (Acts 9). 
 

Throughout the history of the Church, 
Lent has been an invitation to stop, to 
ponder, to pray; to listen, to learn, to 
heal and to grow; to come into the 
presence of God and move again from 
death to new life. As Jesus often 
withdrew into lonely places to be in 
communion with God, I pray that each of 
us will hear the call of the Christ Who 
says: òCome to Me, all you who labor and 
are heavy-burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Learn from Me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My 
burden is lightó (Matt.11). I pray for you - 
and me - and for our Church that we will 
seek to enter that lonely place within us - 
and find God waiting with our new heart. 
Let us grant each other the challenge, the 
permission, and the encouragement we 
each need for the journey, praying for 
each other and becoming the Church that 
nurtures such grace and peace and joy 
among us. My love and Godõs peace to 
you.  
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Our Vision is to nurture: 
 

A loving community committed to the Word of God; 

An intentional process for developing disciples of Jesus; 

Outreach to our neighborhood that builds relationships with others. 
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March 21 

8:45 & 11:10 am worship 

10:00 am Sunday School  
 

March 28 

8:45 & 11:10 am worship 

10:00 am Sunday School  
 

Worship Schedule 
 

March 7 

Celebration of the Lordõs Supper 

8:45 & 11:10 am worship 

10:00 am Sunday School  
 

March 14 

8:45 & 11:10 am worship 

10:00 am Sunday School  

 

 

Our Junior Choir will be 

participating in worship on 

March 7 (Children's 

Communion Sunday), March 

28 (Palm Sunday), and April 4 

(Easter!) 



Co-Chairs Corner  
 

4ÈÅÙ ÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÏÓÔÌÅÓȭ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȟ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÂÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ   
ɀActs 2:42 
 
 

This is a very busy and significant time in our church year.   As Pastor Chris shared in his letter to us, Lent is a 
unique time when we open ourselves to listening to God in an especially humble and receptive posture.  
  

This season coincides with the time when many important items are being considered by our church body.  Iõd 
like to solicit your prayers particularly for two committees who are hard at work this month ñthe Nominating 
Committee and the Budget Committee. For those of you who are newer to Trinity (and perhaps some old -
timers, too) it may seem mysterious how these recommendations come about ñthey just seem to appear on the 
ballot.  Iõd like to share with you a little of how the process works at Trinity.   
 

Nominating Committee:  Your Nominating Committee has begun meeting regularly, listening for Godõs 
direction for leadership for next yearõs council.  Did you know that considerable prayer and discussion goes into 
the slate of nominees they present to you at the annual meeting each year?  The committee prayerfully seeks 
the Lordõs wisdomñand sometimes that wisdom involves you.  If you feel a prompting that someone would be 
a good candidate for one of the open positions, please contact a member of that committee now so they 
may receive the committeeõs consideration and prayer.  The committee also tries to offer a slate that is 
balanced in gender, age, and viewpoint.  As you can see, this is not an easy job or one to take lightly.  We are 
so thankful to those on the committee who have taken their time and attention to do this work.  
 

Current open positions include:  Co -chair (Dick Royõs term expires), Adult Formation Committee Chair,  
Childrenõs Committee Chair, Stewardship Committee Chair, International Missions Chair, Local Outreach Chair, 
Treasurer, and several (probably four ñthis is still under deliberation) Pastoral Relations Committee positions . 
Comments and suggestions for nominations can be directed to any member of the committee which is made up 
of Sarah Kirk (chair), Dick Roy, Laura Filipenko, Stan Holme, and Pastor Chris.)  
 

Members of the 2010-11 Budget Committee  are working on a financial plan for the year ahead that is both 
responsible and full of hope and trust in Godõs will for us all.  Their recommendation will go to the council and 
then to the congregation, when you will be able to respond to their proposal .  Please add to your calendars 
our Budget Forum at 4 pm on Sunday, April 18.   The committee has been asked to bring a budget to the 
council that maintains current staff at the salary level before the October 2009 reductions, is within reasonable 
limits of our expected income, and includes several options for increasing some of the reduction in 
denominational giving which was instituted in October 2009.  If you  would like to speak with someone on that 
committee, please contact committee chair Andy Lane  or another other member of the committee ( Jon 
Anderson, Audrey Jacobsen, Ed Dodson, McKenzie Trautman, Joy Fargo or Pastor Chris.)  
 

Here is an update on what the council has been doing:  
 

We plan to schedule a congregational forum to hear from Scott and Carmen Lewis when they have a more 
developed idea on a church plant and have additional information about how we might help as a sponsoring 
church.  (At this point we have offered to allow them to use Trinity space for an office while they are doing 
an internship to study the possibilities of a church plant in Silverton or somewhere else in the mid -Valley.  

Approved a $5,000 gift to the denomination from our reserve fund.  
Approved spending $2,500 of the reserve as seed funds for the Santa Marta missions trip this summer.  
Heard a request for support from the Childrenõs Committee for hiring a second paid position for nursery 
care during the 8:45 am service and Sunday School time.  (We currently have a paid position for Sunday 
School and 11:10 am service.) 

Approved spending $3,600 from the reserve fund to return Cliff Hermanõs position back to full time until 
the end of the fiscal year.  
 

At the February 21 Congregational meeting the congregation voted to use reserve funds to pay staff a one -time 
stipend equal to an additional 5% of their salary for four months as a bonus to compensate for some of the 
wages they have lost due to our budget reductions in October 2009.  
 

This information is shared in an earnest effort to provide more knowledge and communication between the 
leadership and the congregation.  In fact, it is only as you share your thoughts with us that we can reflect our 
congregationõs wishes in our decisions.  We are grateful to be part of a church that is transparent and 
submitted  to the Lordship of Christ.  
 

Your sister and brother in Christ,  
Joy Fargo & Dick Roy, co-chairs 

Page 2 
T

h
e
 S

e
rv

a
n
t 

mailto:skirk@willamette.edu
mailto:kidir@comcast.net
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Glenda/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Z75ZOXL0/rmandslholme@comcast.net
mailto:pastorchris@trinitycovenant.org
mailto:andrew@lanemultimedia.com
mailto:jmanders@willamette.edu
mailto:jmanders@willamette.edu
mailto:kpjake@hotmail.com
mailto:edanddonalda@comcast.net
mailto:mckenzietrautman@hotmail.com
mailto:joy.fargo@gmail.com
mailto:pastorchris@trinitycovenant.org


Page 3 

Prayer Cycle  

March Birthdays  

 1 Christine Alway 
 2 Paul Marshall 
 Gayle Ritter  
 3 Johanna Fertig 
 Jim McDonald 
 4 Anna Corner 
 5 Salvador Herrera 
 Jerri Saunders 
10 Kevin Zhuang 
11 Barbara Peters 
 Tom Stricklin  

 Bethann Wollenschlaeger 

13 Parker Heyen 
14 Franca Dyer 
 Verna Johnson 
15 Gordon Enyeart 
 Daxton Wollenschlaeger 
16 Pam Gallagher 
 Eric Herman  
 John Kangas 
 Tim Seiber 
 Nathan Wiggers 

18 Dan Johnson 
 Marlene Kraus 
19 Kim Arbuckle 
20 Nancy Kuhlman 
 Richard Pine 
 Terry Williams  
22 Mary Edmonds 
23 Ann Alway 
 Kelly Sullivan 
24 Neil Cohen 
 Ruth Holme 

25 Mike Upchurch 
26 Bob Saunders 
 Margaret Stone  
27 Ryan Baggett 
29 Teresa Lulay 
 Bob Thompson 
30 Sue Kuenzi 
 Leah Walker 
31 Joe Corner 

Individual Growth  Trinity Community  World Community  

Leadership in home & family  Trinity leaders, pastors, and staff  Church leaders worldwide  

Wise parenting Vision and direction for Trinity  Missionaries  

Spiritual leadership  Trinity Council  Willamette InterVarsity  

Meaningful study Trinity Deacons Salem Young Life & Vida Joven 

Reconciliation    

   

Thank You!  
We have just finished our 8th month of taking care of our beautiful church.  
And I must sayé. We are doing a pretty great job!  The entire church body has 
truly been blessed by the dozens of you on the clean team who are cleaning 
the:  narthexésanctuaryéstairsébathroomséfireside rooméclassroomséand 
outside grounds.    
 

May I list you by name?  Why Not?   You deserve the recognition!   (I just hope 
I donõt miss anyoneéif I do, please let me know.)  Cal Penewit, Jim Sumner, 
Dennis Walters, Nancie Young, Mary & Riley Wulf, Clay & Franca Dyer, John & Sarah Kirk, Mary Ferry, Cheryl 
Mahon, Arlis Shellman, Marsha Griffiths, Nancy Kuhlman, Joe Oscilia, Willie Richardson, Lucy Hewitt, Larry 
McMurray, Ray Lauderdale, Bob & Jerri Saunders, Angela & Jeremy Wanak,  Upchurch Family, Mark & 
Rebecca Butler, Tyler & Lydia Reid, Brian & Lisa Rybloom, Holly & Andrew Hockman, Ruth Johnson,  Stan & 
Ruth Holme, Cindy Morman, Joy & Mike Fargo, Carol Wix, Ginny Best, Rebecca Hollenbeck, Louise Ballantyne, 
Betsy McKillop, Robin Tourville, Alan Blazier, Pam Rawlins, Janet Miller, Don Johnson, Jim Jackson, Ed 
Dodson, Rick Schaefer, and Clyde Ohta!  WOW!  What a team!  Praise God!  And Thank YouéThank Youé
Thank Youé 
 

Pastor Mike   

Clean Team 

During the season of Lent plan to carve out time for prayer.   Midday and evening prayer services will be 
offered in the Fireside Room every Thursday at noon and 7:00 pm.   The prayer times will last 
approximately one hour and will include a combination of silence, scripture reading, contemplative prayer, 
and communion.  
 

Thursdays, February 18 ð March 25, 2010  
12:00 pm and 7:00 pm  
Fireside Room  
 

Questions?  Contact Pastor Dawn, dawn@trinitycovenant.org  

Lenten Prayer Times  

mailto:dawn@trinitycovenant.org
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March 2010  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

8:45 am & 11:10 am 

WORSHIP 

10:00 AM  Sunday 

School 

5:45 PM  Confirmation  

1 

11 AM  Women's 

Bible Study 

3:00 PM  The 

Community 

Corner 

2 

8:30 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

6:30 PM  Deacon 

Commission 

6:30 PM  Missions 

Committee  

7:00 PM  Property 

Commission 

7:30 PM  Marion 

County GAP Teens 

3 

2:00 PM  Quilting  

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

4:00 PM  Junior 

Choir 

6:30 pm 

KidVentures, Prime 

Time 

7:00 PM  Worship 

Team 

4 

9:15 AM  Women's 

Bible Study 

12:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

7:00 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:00 PM  HS Kaleo 

7:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

5 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

6 

7 

8:45 am & 11:10 am 

WORSHIP 

IHN 

10:00 AM  Sunday 

School 

5:45 PM  Confirmation  

8 

IHN 

11 AM  Women's 

Bible Study 

3:00 PM  The 

Community 

Corner 

4 PM  Counseling 

Care Team 

9 

IHN 

8:30 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

2 PM  Parkinson's 

Group 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

7:00 PM  Church 

Council 

7:30 PM  Marion 

County GAP Teens 

10 

IHN 

2:00 PM  Quilting  

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

4:00 PM  Junior 

Choir 

6:30 pm 

KidVentures, Prime 

Time 

7:00 PM  Worship 

Team 

11 

IHN 

9:15 AM  Women's 

Bible Study 

12:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

7:00 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:00 PM  HS Kaleo 

7:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

12 

Homebuilders 

Retreat 

IHN 

13 

Homebuilders 

Retreat 

IHN 

8:00 AM  Free 

Medical Clinic 

14 

8:45 am & 11:10 am 

WORSHIP 

Homebuilders Retreat 

IHN 

10:00 AM  Sunday 

School 

5:45 PM  Confirmation  

15 

11 AM  Women's 

Bible Study 

3:00 PM  The 

Community 

Corner 

16 

8:30 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

7:30 PM  Marion 

County GAP Teens 

17 

2:00 PM  Quilting  

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

4:00 PM  Junior 

Choir 

6:30 pm 

KidVentures, Prime 

Time 

7:00 PM  Worship 

Team 

18 

9:15 AM  Women's 

Bible Study 

12:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

7:00 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:00 PM  HS Kaleo 

7:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

19 20 

10:00 AM  MS Group 

21 

8:45 am & 11:10 am 

WORSHIP 

10:00 AM  Sunday 

School 

22 

Spring Break 

23 

Spring Break 

24 

Spring Break 

2:00 PM  Quilting  

7:00 PM  Worship 

Team 

25 

Spring Break 

12:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

7:00 PM  Lenten 

Prayer 

26 

Spring Break 

Wedding 

Rehearsal 

27 

2:30 PM  Wedding 

28 

8:45 am & 11:10 am 

WORSHIP 

10:00 AM  Sunday 

School 

29 
11 am Women's 
Bible Study 
3:00 PM  The 
Community 
Corner 

30 

8:30 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

7:30 PM  Marion 

County GAP Teens 

31 

2:00 PM  Quilting  

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

6:30 pm 

KidVentures, Prime 

Time 

7:00 PM  Worship 

Team 

1 

9:15 AM  Women's 

Bible Study 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7:00 pm 

 

2 

3:00 PM  The 

Community Corner 

Good Friday 

Service 

7:00 pm 

3 

Easter Breakfast and 

Egg Hunt 

9:00 am 
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KidVentures  
 

All 1st through 5 th grade kids are invited to join us 

every Wednesday from 6:30 -8:00  for a special time 

of Bible discovery fun!  We will first gather together 

with the Prime Timers for a time of songs and 

silliness. Then weõll play some crazy games and 

experience awesome truths from the Bible.  

Bring your friends!  
 

Date          KV Theme 

March 3  Hat  

March 10  Crazy Socks 

March 17  Wear Green 

March 24  No KidVentures 

March 31  Crazy Hair  

Elementary  Things  

Elementary Girls Day Out  

All elementary girls are invited to  

join us for an afternoon of fun  

at Salem Riverfront Park.  

on Saturday, March 13th.  

1:00 pm to 4:00 pm   

Cost: $7  

 

Meet at the church at 1:00.  Return 

permission slips by March 12.  

February Fun 
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Mid-Hi News  

Spotlight on Stephanie!  

Let me introduce Stephanie Williams!  Since mid -December and for 

the next two months, Stephanie will be serving as an intern for the 

Junior High ministry.  Stephanie is in her last term at Corban College 

and is majoring in Psychology.  She grew up in Vancouver, Washington 

in a Baptist church.  Stephanie has been helping on Sunday mornings, 

at Prime Time (WNL),  and various Mid-Hi activities.  We will be 

introducing Stephanie at both services on March 7.  So, please look 

for her and her husband, Jason and give her a warm TCC welcome.  It 

is a blessing to have her participate in the Mid -Hi ministry.  The only 

bad part of this relationship is that she will be with us only until the 

end of April.  Bummer!  After graduation, she and Jason will be off to 

Alaska.  Soooo!  Letõs enjoy and be blessed by her presence while we can.  Praise God!        

Pastor Mike 

Fun for all ages!  Join us for a free pancake breakfast on Saturday, April 
3 at 9:00 a.m. in the Community Center followed by a Story and an Easter 
Egg Hunt.  We need candy for the Easter Egg Hunt.  If you would like to 

donate candy, please drop it off at the church office by March 28.  

Easter Saturday Breakfast  

March 3 
6:30 pm Primetime  
 

March 7 
8:45 & 11:10 am worship 
ROCñ10 am    
5:45 pm Confirmation  

March 10  
6:30 pm Primetime  
 

 

March 12  
5:30 pmñ8:30 pm 
Interfaith Hospitality 
Pizza and Movie Night 
 

March 14  
Krispy Kreme 
Fundraiser??  Leave 
TCC at 5:00 am 
8:45 & 11:10 am worship 

ROCñ10 am 
5:45 pm Confirmation  
 

March 17  
6:30 pm Primetime  
 

March 21  
8:45 & 11:10 am worship 
ROCñ10 am 
No Confirmation 
 

March 24  
No Primetime 
 

March 28  
8:45 & 11:10 am worship 
ROCñ10 am 
No Confirmation 

Mid-Hi Calendar  

Lenten Prayer Days  

Labor Day Family Camp - September 3 ð 6, 2010  
 

Labor Day Family Camp is a laid back farewell as we savor the summer's end! This camp has less 
programming than Independence Day Family Camp, but all the great camp activities, speaking, 
and worship that you love! Spend the weekend in rustic -plush Cascades lodging, or bring your own 
tent or RV. Either way everyone will enjoy Labor Day favorites such as Rocket Cars, extended 
Worship night, family games, and the yummy Pancake Breakfast.  
 
Trinity is the host church for this yearõs Labor Day Family Camp at Cascades Camp in Yelm, 
Washington.  Everyone registering from Trinity will be given a 20% discount.  Use code 
òTRINITYCOVó at the beginning of the registration process in the òCoupon Codeó area.  See 
www.cascadescamp.org.  click on òCamp Programsó - òFamily Campó ð register (left column).  

http://www.cascadescamp.org
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High School Happenings 

What a month it has been!  
 

So much has happened and it has paved the 
way for even more activities. Kaleo (our 
Thursday night event) has evolved again. 
Now, the first Thursday of the month we are 
planning to do a fun event, and the last 
Thursday of the month weõll have a 
contemplative time of worship and prayer.  
Hopefully, this contemplative time will push 
kids towards a greater understanding of 
their communion with God...and increase 
their comfort in a variety of worship 
settings.  The fun event this month was 
bunko, and we had the largest attendance in 
Kaleoõs history with 27 high schoolers!  
 

Young Life has been off to a great start 
averaging about 23-25 young people a week. If you are interested in keeping up with that news, feel 
free to view my blog at http://mathollen.blogspot.com . Thanks for trusting your kids with me and my 
leaders!  
 

Events to keep on the radar:  
 

Missions trip to Rancho Santa Marta - July 22 -Aug 1 - The cost is only $200...and fundraisers are 
planned to help out with the cost!   
Feet to Faith - April 16 -18 - The cost is only $40! Sign ups are due March 7 by the end of second 
service. 
30 Hour Famine - May 14-15 - details to follow!  
And...of course every Monday night we have Young Life  
And...every Thursday night we have Kaleo!  
 

Mat 

Bunko Night at TCC 

Landscape Team 

The following are the faithful members of our landscape team:  
Betsy McKillop, Robin Tourville, Alan Blazier, Pam Rawlins, Nancy 
Kuhlman, Janet Miller, Stan Holme, Don Johnson, Jim Jackson, Ed 
Dodson, Rick Schaefer, and Clyde Ohta  
 
These folks committed to an assigned area of routine landscape 
maintenance this past year.  I am very grateful for their hard work. Many 
people have commented how nice the landscaping looks, and this is 
because our landscape team doesnõt mind being rained on or getting 
their hands dirty. òREALó Oregon Gardeners! Many others helped on the 
scheduled clean up days - weeding, mulching, pruning, hauling, etc. 
Many hands! Much accomplished! 
 
The growing season is fast approaching, and we need to ògrowó our 
assigned area teams! So...I would like to invite you to help with an 
assigned area.  Please call or e-mail me with your decision as soon as 
possible.  A Spring work day will be scheduled soon. Happy Gardening! 
 
Jerri Saunders, 503-364-1020, jesr2d2@earthlink.net  

Gemini Tea Rose in memory of 
Glenda Brown  

 

Planted in the Perennial Garden  
at Trinity Covenant Church  

http://mathollen.blogspot.com

